National Conference on Contemporary Cast Iron Art & Practices
Call for Demonstrations

Sloss Furnaces National Historic Landmark
Birmingham, Alabama
April 7th-10th, 2027

The National Conference on Contemporary Cast Iron Art and Practices (NCCCIAP) will return to the
Sloss grounds in 2027! We look forward to welcoming and reuniting with you all.

CALL FOR DEMONSTRATIONS

The Steering Committee for the National Conference on Contemporary Cast Iron Art and Practices
invites individual artists, groups, or industry professionals to submit proposals for demonstrations.

This year, we are excited to call for artists to submit demonstrations that will be presented in
person at Sloss Furnaces during the conference. We are interested in what you have been
researching, creating, and your own ways of innovation. When thinking about the presentation of
your material and process also think about accessibility within your practice and presentation.

We are highly receptive to interdisciplinary proposals that do not solely utilize cast iron. For all
demos, consider materials, processes, technical skills, and problem-solving solutions that could
benefit the greater community of Cast Iron Artists. Proposals should consider their audience and
how they can benefit upcoming artists with inside knowledge of how established professionals set
up their workflow. Also, consider processes that would otherwise be limited to a specific production
space because of specialty equipment needs.

As we reflect on the challenges and opportunities of recent years, we recognize the importance of
working with greater intention and efficiency. Limited resources and the increasing value of our
time inspire us to think differently, adapt creatively, and discover smarter ways to achieve more.
This year's theme, Iron Works: Work Smarter, Not Harder, celebrates the ingenuity, innovation,
and resourcefulness that strengthen our work and our industry.



While creating proposals, keep in mind the theme of the conference is:
Iron Works
Work Smarter, Not Harder

Historically, neighborhoods were created around ironworks, industrial spaces responsible for iron
production. People were not only dependent on the job that was provided by the ironworks, but also
the programs, support, and community that were centered around the material. At Sloss Furnaces
National Historical Landmark, iron casting has transformed from a large-scale, industrial operation,
to a smaller, education-based model, yet the community that has been built around the material has
remained.

It is within this community and at this conference that we find the ability to “work smarter, not
harder.” Working in this manner doesn’t negate the effort, skill, or dedication put into a task or goal,
nor is it about cutting corners. It could mean something different for everyone. Perhaps it’s about
being more efficient in your labor, prioritizing and delegating tasks. Or it could be employing new
technologies, methods, or processes to maximize time or minimize physical exertion. Maybe it is
about leaning on your community to share the labor or their experience.

The steering committee invites proposals for workshops, panels and presentations,
demonstrations, and performances for the 2027 NCCCIAP that explore the topics of community,
collaboration, and working smarter, not harder.

SUBMISSIONS DUE VIA GOOGLE FORM: OCTOBER 31,2026
Notification of acceptance by: December1, 2026

All questions can be directed to Jackie and Kayle at nccciap.demos@gmail.com

2027 NCCCIAP
OPEN CALL FOR DEMONSTRATIONS

Please submit the following information via the Google Form::

Technical Support Needed
200 Word Abstract - PDF
3 Page Resume - PDF

3 supporting images
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