National Conference on Contemporary Cast Iron Art & Practices
Call for Performances

Sloss Furnaces National Historic Landmark
Birmingham, Alabama
April 7t - 10t 2027

The National Conference on Contemporary Cast Iron Art and Practices (NCCCIAP) will return to the
Sloss grounds in 2027! We look forward to welcoming and reuniting with you all.

CALL FOR PERFORMANCES

The Steering Committee for the National Conference on Contemporary Cast Iron Art and Practices
invites individual artists, groups, or industry professionals to submit proposals for performance.

This year, we are excited to call for artists to submit performance proposals that will be presented
at Sloss Furnaces during the conference. We are interested in what you have been researching,
creating, and your own ways of innovation. When thinking about your performance proposals,
remember to center on accessibility and representation.

We are highly receptive to interdisciplinary proposals that do not solely utilize cast iron. We
welcome considerate, thought-provoking and community-minded proposals for performance.
Proposals should consider what their audience could learn, relate to, and be inspired by.
Submissions that have a diversity of voices will be given preference.

Acknowledgements:

e Forall performances involving hot metal, this is not a time for experimentation - practice and
have kinks worked out before the conference.

e All performers must sign a waiver on site. Performance coordinators are responsible for
thoroughly explaining details and safety precautions related to the performance to crew
members.

e If two separate groups would like to perform together, you must apply together.

e Unfortunately, there is no direct financial support for the open performances call at this time
with the exception of one selected "headlining performance" that will be provided a $1,000



materials stipend. Early access, equipment support, and build help may be made available to
selected performers in need.

e There can be no changes to the performance crew once your list has been finalized.
e SLOSS cannot provide PPE.

e After acceptance, any changes must be approved in writing by a performance steering
committee member.

e All performers are responsible for cleaning up their performance areas, including mold
waste, magnet rolling for iron and/or nails, etc. Once your performance is complete and
you've cleaned up, you must check out with a committee member before leaving the site.
Heavy lift crew will not be able to assist until the site is thoroughly cleaned up.

While creating proposals, keep in mind the theme of the conference is

Iron Works
Work Smarter, Not Harder

Historically, neighborhoods were created around ironworks, industrial spaces responsible for iron
production. People were not only dependent on the job that was provided by the ironworks, but also
the programs, support, and community that were centered around the material. At Sloss Furnaces
National Historical Landmark, iron casting has transformed from a large-scale, industrial operation,
to a smaller, education-based model, yet the community that has been built around the material has
remained.

It is within this community and at this conference that we find the ability to “work smarter, not
harder.” Working in this manner doesn’t negate the effort, skill, or dedication put into a task or goal,
nor is it about cutting corners. It could mean something different for everyone. Perhaps it's about
being more efficient in your labor, prioritizing and delegating tasks. Or it could be employing new
technologies, methods, or processes to maximize time or minimize physical exertion. Maybe it is
about leaning on your community to share the labor or their experience.

The steering committee invites proposals for workshops, panels and presentations,
demonstrations, and performances for the 2027 NCCCIAP that explore the topics of community,
collaboration, and working smarter, not harder.

SUBMISSIONS DUE VIA GOOGLE FORM: OCTOBER 31, 2026



https://forms.gle/EDBhDtEEJF2iUswc7

Notification of acceptance by: December1, 2026

All questions can be directed to Mary Beck and Andrew at nccciap27performances@gmail.com

2027 NCCCIAP
OPEN CALL FOR PERFORMANCES

Please submit the following information via the Google Form::

e Crew (First+tLast names/Contact Info/Affiliation)

e 3 Page Resume - PDF

e Detailed 200-350 word Letter of Interest including summary of action and intent of
performance - PDF

e Detailed itinerary (see example) - PDF

e Atleast1 proposal image/sketch

e 3 supporting images (or video links) of past performances
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